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REPORT OF THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON ELECTORAL MATTERS -
ADMINISTRATION OF THE 2015 NSW ELECTION AND RELATED MATTERS
(REPORT 2/56 — 17 NOVEMBER 2016)

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE

A resolution was passed in the Legislative Assembly on 28 May 2015 and in the Legislative
Council on 2 June 2015 that the Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters (the
Committee) inquire into the administration of the 2015 State election and related matters.
The Committee released its report (Report) on 17 November 2016.

The Government accepts, or accepts in-principle, 22 of the 34 recommendations made by
the Committee. The Government does not accept one of the Committee’s recommendations
— Recommendation 3 (mandatory proof of identity for voters).

In line with the Government’s response to the Committee’s previous report on its inquiry into
the State’s electoral and campaign finance legislation (Report 3/55), the Government has
been working on a thorough review of the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act 1912
(NSW) (the PE&E Act), with a view to repealing that Act and replacing it with a new
Electoral Act that reflects modern electoral practices and advances in technology.
Recommendations 12, 17, 19, 20 and 22 in the Report concern issues that overlap with
previous Committee recommendations and will be considered as part of the ongoing review
of the PE&E Act.

The Government is also reviewing the Election Funding, Expenditure and Disclosures Act
1981 (NSW) (the Election Funding Act) in accordance with earlier recommendations made
by the Committee following its inquiry into the final report of the Expert Panel - Political
Donations (see Report No. 1/56). Recommendations 28 and 30-34 of the Report intersect
with the package of reforms relating to Report No. 1/56 and will be considered as part of the
review of the Election Funding Act.

The Government’s position on each of the Committee’s recommendations is set out in
Attachment A.

The NSW Electoral Commission was consulted on the Committee’s recommendations and
its views have been closely considered in preparing this response.

The Government is continuing its review of the PE&E Act and the Election Funding Act, in
consultation with key stakeholders and informed by recommendations made by the
Committee. The Government is working towards having new electoral and campaign finance
laws in place at least 12 months before the 2019 election.
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